[Gastric and hematologic changes in patients with gastric parietal cell autoantibodies and non-insulin-dependent diabetes mellitus].
Gastric abnormalities are more common in diabetics than in the normal population. They seem to be related to gastric parietal cell autoantibodies (GPCA). We have studied 168 patients affected with non-insulin-dependent diabetes mellitus (NIDDM), and assessed the GPCA in the serum and haematologic disorders. We have also assessed the endoscopic and histological findings of atrophic gastritis in patients with GPCA. GPCA were found in 15.74% of diabetic patients and in 2% of a control group of blood donors. 80% of GPCA positive patients showed signs of atrophic gastritis. Such presence of GPCA seems to be a good marker to identify patients affected by atrophic gastritis and its complications.